
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cardinham@tpacademytrust.org 
 www.cardinhamschool.co.uk   

Telephone: 01208 821326 

 

  

CARDINHAM, BODMIN,  

CORNWALL,  

PL30 4BN 

  

Newsletter: 4 
 

Monday 18th November 2024 
 

Part of Truro & Penwith Academy Trust  

  

 

Dear Cardinham Families, 

We are delighted to invite you to a Christmas Craft Event for children and parents next Tuesday 26th 

November after school. This will be a wonderful opportunity to get creative together and enjoy the festive 

season. More details about how to sign up will be shared tomorrow, so please save the date. You’ll have to be 

quick as places will be limited. 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your incredible efforts with attendance so far this 

year. We’ve achieved an impressive 96% attendance average, which is a fantastic reflection of your 

commitment to your child’s education. We do understand, however, that this time of year brings challenges 

with seasonal sickness. Please remember that the NHS website has helpful information under Is my child 

too ill for school? - NHS should your child(ren) be unwell. 

Finally, thank you to all the parents and carers who have signed up to attend Parents’ Evening. We hope that 

you find the conversations useful.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Dave Jones 

Headteacher 

Bag 2 School 

Fundraiser 

REVISED 

collection date is 

Tuesday 17th 

December 2024. 

 

No ASC 

There is essential staff training 

that is taking place after school 

on Monday 25th November and 

Monday 2nd December. Please 

make a note that there will be no 

after school club available on 

these days. 

 

Christmas Information 

We’re excited to let you know that the dates 

for our Christmas events have now been set! 

Please see the end of the newsletter for 

details. Further information will be shared 

closer to the time, but for now, we encourage 

you to save the dates. We look forward to 

celebrating this festive season together! 

 

Posters 

A reminder that our newsletter always contains posters at the 

end. Please read right to the end to make sure you don’t miss 

anything. 

Reception 2025 Starters Open Afternoon 

At the end of this newsletter, you will find a poster about an open afternoon that we have booked for 

parents of Reception 2025 starters. Please spread the word. 

 

http://www.cardinhamschool.co.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Diary Dates: Cardinham School 2024/2025 

Mon 25th Nov Staff Training – No After School Club 

Tues 26th Nov Christmas Crafts – SAVE THE DATE 

Mon 2nd Dec Staff Training – No After School Club 

Weds 4th Dec St. Petroc’s Christmas Tree Festival (singing club only) 

Fri 6th Dec Friends of School Bingo (see leaflet below) 

Tues 10th Dec Christingle Service at 2:30pm in St. Meubred’s Church 

Mon 16th Dec EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

Tues 17th Dec Whole School Pantomime Trip 

Weds 18th Dec Whole School Christmas Dinner 

Thurs 19th Dec Christmas Parties 

Fri 20th Dec Christmas Fun Run and 2pm Collection 

INSET Days 2024/25 

- Friday 6th June 2025  

- Monday 21st July 2025 

- Tuesday 22nd July 2025 

- Wednesday 23rd July 2025 

* Term Dates for next academic year can be found below. 

Reception Starters 

It’s that time of year again when 

parents are deciding which school to 

send their child to. We do rely heavily 

on word of mouth so please do 

encourage friends and family to book 

a tour if they have a child starting 

school in September 2025. 

 

Friends of School News 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

and/or attended the Pre-Loved 

Clothing Sale which raised £83.55 

towards the School Pantomime trip. 

Also, a huge thank you for those who 

attended the School Disco and the 

Wellbeing Workshop. Both events 

were very well attended. Next up, 

Bingo on Friday 6th December.  

     

Parent Pay Lunches 

Please ensure you are 

selecting your child’s 

lunch on Parent Pay 

before they arrive at 

school. This saves a 

large amount of time 

within the classroom 

each morning. Thank 

you. 

 

School Uniform and PE Kit 

We would like to remind of the importance of adhering to the school’s uniform and 

PE kit expectations. Some Year 7 pupils who previously attended Cardinham, have 

shared that they’ve found it challenging to adapt to the new PE kit requirements at 

Bodmin College. To support pupils in establishing good habits early on, we 

encourage families to ensure their children are fully prepared for PE. Thank you 

for your ongoing support in this matter. A copy of our school uniform policy can be 

found by clicking this link: 24 - 25 Uniform Policy.pdf. 

                     

file://///tpat-file-02/CAR_StaffFolders$/car.djones/Downloads/24%20-%2025%20Uniform%20Policy.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Message 

If your child is absent from school without authorisation, you will be committing an offence under the 

Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for a Penalty Notice to be issued, in 

accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices are issued per liable parent, per child 

and each carry a fine of £80 if paid within 21 days or £160 if paid after this but within 28 days. 

If your child is further absent from school without authorisation within any 3-year period, you will be 

committing a further offence under the Education Act 1996. We may submit a request to Cornwall Council for 

a Penalty Notice to be issued, in accordance with Sections 444A and 444B of the said Act. Penalty Notices for a 

second offence are issued per liable parent, per child and each carry a fine of £160, payable within 28 days. 

Importantly, fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 

reached, other action such as a parenting order or prosecution will be considered. 

Failure to pay the Penalty Notice may also result in legal action. If you are prosecuted and attend court 

because your child has not been attending school, you could get a fine of up to £2,500. Cornwall Council may 

also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including legal costs. 

Absence not authorised by the school may also result in a prosecution in the Magistrates’ Court under Section 

444(1) or Section 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996, leading to a fine of up to £2,500 and/or a custodial 

sentence. Again, Cornwall Council may also apply for the costs incurred in taking the matter to Court, including 

legal costs. 

Money raised from fines is only used by the local authority to cover the costs of administering the system, and 

to fund attendance support. Any extra money is returned to the government. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE LAW REGARDING PENALTY NOTICES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE 

 

A new National Framework for Penalty Notices for school absence, including unauthorised holiday absence, is being introduced 

following changes to the law. These new Government regulations will come into effect from 19 August 2024 and will affect 

when penalty notices are issued in Cornwall.   

  

What are the changes? 

1. There will be a new national threshold of 10 unauthorised sessions for any reason (equivalent to 5 school days) 

within a rolling 10 school week period for when a penalty notice must be considered.  

2. The new rules mean you will no longer be able to take your child out of school for one week’s holiday without the 

consideration of a penalty notice being issued. 

3. There will be an increase in the penalty fine from £60 to £80 if paid in 21 days. If the fine is not paid by the first 

21 days, it will rise to £160 if paid within 28 days of being issued.  

4. If a second penalty fine is issued to the same parent for the same child within a 3-year rolling period, the fine will 

automatically rise to £160 with no option to pay the lower rate of £80. 

5. If a parent then commits a third offence in a 3-year rolling period, the local authority will need to consider other 

enforcement options available to them. This could include prosecution. 

 

FAQs 

 

If I have been issued with a penalty notice before 19 August 2024, will this be counted if I am issued with another 

penalty notice from September onwards? No, the new limits come into effect from 19 August 2024.  

 

If I have already booked a holiday for next year, could I receive a penalty fine at the new higher rate? Yes, absence 

from school can only be agreed when the explanation of the leave of absence is considered as exceptional circumstance by 

the Head Teacher. 

 

Who can be issued with a penalty notice? Each parent can receive a fine for each child who has had unauthorised absence 

from school. In education law, anyone who lives with a child and who has day-to-day care of the child is also considered to be 

a parent whether they are the biological parent or not. This will include step-parents and partners. 

 

Do the new rules only apply to holidays during term time? No, it applies to all unauthorised absence from school including 

holidays. Unauthorised absence includes other absence that has not been agreed such as truancy, arriving late after the 

register has closed and failing to provide acceptable reasons for absence. 

 

How do I request for my child to have leave granted during term time? You must submit a Leave of Absence Request 

form to the Head Teacher before the proposed absence (a minimum of 15 days before the Leave of absence is due to 

commence). Each request will be considered on its own merit, but where the leave of absence could be taken outside of the 

school term the absence will not be authorised.  Do not assume that the absence will be granted until you have received 

confirmation from the school. 

 

Do the 10 sessions of unauthorised absence have to be taken all at the same time before a penalty fine is issued? No, 

a penalty fine can be issued for any combination of absences over a 10-week rolling period. They can be consecutive or non-

consecutive and can span over two terms (including between academic years). 

 

What happens if I am issued with a penalty fine and I don’t pay it? Unauthorised absence from school is an offence 

under S444 of the Education Act 1996. A penalty fine is an opportunity for you to settle out of court. If you don’t take this 

opportunity, you can be prosecuted for the offence of failing to ensure your child’s regular attendance. 

What should I do if I am worried about my child’s attendance? Please contact us to arrange a meeting to discuss how we 

can support you to improve the situation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


